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About Us 
Dereel Spokes is published by the 

Dereel Community Hub Inc. (DCHI). 

DCHI is a group of local people who 

work together to create local events, 

discuss new ideas, plan new local  

projects and bring local news to the 

Dereel community.  

We are independent and we work with 

other local groups and members of the 

community for the benefit of all of us.  

Curious? 
If you are interested in finding out more, 

please come to a DCHI meeting on the 

third Monday of the month at 7:30pm in 

the Dereel Community Centre kitchen.   

Everyone is welcome and you don’t have 

to be a member of DCHI. 

E: dereelspokes@gmail.com 

W: dereelspokes.com 

@dereelspokes 

Dereel Spokes 

Dereel Community Plan 2016 to 2019 

Dereel Volunteers Are 

Working the Plan 
This edition of Dereel Spokes follows the Community Planning 
session held on Monday 16th July. We take a look at each of the seven 
Community Planning projects and see what has been achieved by the 
local volunteers who are working on them. 

The Community Planning funds are allocated to the Dereel 
Community as a whole, not to a particular group, and the projects 
were decided in a series of public meetings. More information about 
the Community Planning process can be found on Dereel Spokes 
website and there is still plenty to do if you want to get involved.  

If you would like to view the full Community Plan it can be found on 
the Dereel Spokes website:   
https://dereelspokes.files.wordpress.com/2016/09/community-plan-final.pdf 

Nicole Langtip leading the Community Planning process in 2016  
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Community Planning Project Updates  

Community Planning Project 1 

Community Garden 
The Community Garden project is being led by  
volunteer Kim Stanley.   

A regular timeslot for work on the garden has been 
established on the third Saturday of each month 
from 2pm to 4pm and a public Facebook group has 
been created for this project: find it using Dereel 
Community Gardening. 

The group have established a vegetable garden in a 
series of raised wicking beds, fruit trees have been 
planted, a flower bed was planted outside the Hall 
atrium, and the beginning of a native plant garden 
has been planted at the entrance to the Community 
Centre. A shed has also been acquired for storage  
of tools, seeds and other gardening equipment. 

Work to come includes establishing a shade house, 
building a children’s garden, an indigenous garden, 
a sensory garden and gardening workshops. For 
more information contact Kim on 0438 461 133.  

Dereel Spokes Submission Guidelines 

Dereel Spokes is published by the Dereel Community Hub Inc. (DCHI) in print, and online formats. We thank CentaCare for 
covering costs of the printed version for all households. DCHI pay for the website. 

Our focus is on local community news. We accept photos and articles of interest to the Dereel community in the spirit of 
bringing the community together: announcements, local events, flora and fauna, light news from local community groups, 
schools, sporting clubs, agricultural organisations and other items. You must own copyright for photographs you submit. 
Please include signed permission to publish if your photo includes a person.  

We do not publish jokes, political comments or advertising. We also reserve the right not to publish items we consider offen-
sive to the community.  

Lisa Hunter 
Editor, Dereel Spokes. 

Contact Us 
Email: dereelspokes@gmail.com 

Mail:  P.O. Box 50, Rokewood, 3330 

Facebook:  Dereel Spokes 

Donations  

Thank You! 
The Dereel Community Hub Inc. would like to thank 
Michelle De Groot for her donation to cover the  
certification which will enable food to be served 
more regularly at Hub Café and other social events.  

Also, thank you to Doug Braddy who donated an 
electronic organ to the community.  This is located 
on the stage in the Dereel Soldier’s Memorial Hall. 

Building the Vegetable Garden. 

Donated electronic organ is on the Hall stage. 
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Community Spaces Project 2 

Art Gallery Tracking  
The Men’s Shed completed the installation of the 
Gallery Tracking in the Dereel Soldiers Memorial 
Hall as part of the Community Spaces project. 

Local artists will display work in the Hall, the  
meeting room and in the corridor leading to the 
kitchen, with the display changing once a month.  

Artwork can be viewed on Saturdays at Hub Café 
from 2pm to 4pm, and on Mondays and Tuesdays 
from 9am to 5pm. 

For more information contact Art In Dereel. 

Community Spaces Project 2 

Shelving Installed 
Practical storage solutions were purchased as part  
of the 2017 Community Grant.  The installation of 
solid, adjustable shelving units for the storage room 
transformed it from a junky space to an organised 
space with a place for frequently used equipment. 

Robyn Miles and Carol Moyse made short work of 
constructing the shelves and the general consensus is 
that the shelves make a huge difference for those 
who regularly use the Dereel Community Centre. 

This item is part of the Community Spaces project.  

Community Planning Project 2 

Community Spaces 
Led collaboratively between DCHI volunteers and 
Lucy Osmond, Dereel Wellbeing Officer, the Dereel 
Community Spaces project aims to improve spaces 
used by the Dereel community in and around the 
Dereel Reserve.  

The project was allocated $2000 in SEED funding 
which was leveraged in an application for Golden 
Plains Shire Community Grants in 2017.  The grant 
application was successful, effectively doubling the 
funds for this project.  

2017 Community Grant 

The Community Spaces project, including the items 
included in the Community Grant, were for: 

 increased lockable storage,  
 general storage 
 secured display for historical items 
 secured storage for equipment  

 install professional gallery tracking 

 enable the meeting room to be used for  
visual presentations using a projector  

 acquiring signage which can be seen from the 
Colac-Ballarat Road when an event is on at  
the Dereel Soldier’s Memorial Hall and  
Community Centre 

In addition to the larger items shown on these pages, 
two ‘Community Event’ banners were purchased to 
promote local events.  Flags to place on the roadside  
will enable the specific type of event to be identified 
easily from a car.  

A blockout blind was purchased for the kitchen  
window to help screen out the blinding morning sun 
for those cooking the monthly community breakfast. 

On top of the funds received from the Grant,  
recovery funding for communications were allocated 
to purchase two brochure stands and two notice-
boards to streamline the storage of promotional  
material for upcoming events. 

The Community Spaces project is now closed as the 
funds allocated to it have been spent. 

Carol and Robyn putting shelves together. 

Gallery Tracking is now also installed in the Hall.. 
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 Community Spaces Project 2 

History Display Cabinet  
A lockable glass display case was purchased  
with part of the SEED funding for the Community 
Spaces project.   

Julie Avery-Donaghy is custodian of a trove of 
historical information and artefacts related to 
Dereel.  With help from Lorraine Ellis, Julie has 
set up an interesting display in the cabinet for the 
community to view.  

The history display can be seen in the corridor 
near the kitchen in Dereel at the following times: 

Saturdays: 2pm to 4pm  

Mondays: 9am to 5pm 

Tuesdays: 9am to 5pm 

  

Community Spaces Project 2 

Meeting Room Equipped! 
The Meeting Room in the Dereel Community 
Centre is now equipped with a projector, screen, 
blockout blinds and lockable storage. This makes 
it suitable for workshops during the day or in the 
evenings. 

This equipment was purchased with funds from 
the 2017 Community Grant, leveraged against the  
Community Spaces SEED funding.  

Thanks to the Men’s Shed for installing the 
blinds on the internal glass wall and on the East 
facing window.  A blockout blind was also  
installed in the Community Centre kitchen. 

Community Planning Project 3 

Explore Pop-Up Shops  
This project is about to commence. Dereel volunteer 
Lisa Hunter is seeking ideas on how to explore the 
potential for pop-up shops to occur in Dereel.   

Also needed for this project are volunteers who have 
skills in negotiating through the legalities, OHS and 
public liability insurance related matters associated 
with setting up pop-up shops.  If you can help with 
this, please contact Lisa on 0414 895 020 or via 
email: LisaHunter@bigpond.com.  

Ideas included in the Community Plan relate to ways 
of enabling local pick up of fruit and vegetables, 
along with other basic grocery provisions. A Dereel 
Market also rated highly in the public meetings held 
in the planning stages, when projects were selected. 

Opportunity:  Local Goods and Services Directory 

One achievable idea is to create an online listing of 
goods and services which can be purchased in or 
close to Dereel.  This could include local produce, 
arts, crafts, trades and services.  

If you want to be included in this list, please email 
LisaHunter@bigpond.com with the following  
details: Your name and contact details, a website/
email address, the type of goods/services you offer.  

Gage, from the Men’s Shed, 
installed blockout blinds and 
Gallery Tracking. . 

The Dereel History Display 
put together by Julie Avery-
Donaghy and Lorraine Ellis. 
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Community Planning Project 6 

Develop Dereel Swamp  
The Dereel Walking Group are leading this project, 
with a focus on defining walking tracks and signage 
as the first priority.  Working with Parks Victoria, 
the group has upgraded the walking track around the 
Dereel Swamp, which had become overgrown.  

Signage is also being discussed with Parks Victoria 
and will be finalised soon.  

Track Marker Request 

To mark the head of the track, the Walking Group 
are currently looking for some historical artefacts 
such as old farm machinery or equipment. If you 
have something to donate, contact Lorraine Ellis on 
53420492  for a chat.  

Community Planning Project 4 

Art Spaces 
Dereel volunteer Lisa Hunter is leading the Art 
Spaces project in collaboration with local artists.  
To carry out this project, the group Art In Dereel  
has been formed. If you wish to participate in the 
discussions about Art Spaces, join the Facebook 
group Art In Dereel. A separate page, Art In 
Dereel—Local Artists has also been set up to  
communicate art related news to local people.    

2018 Community Grant 

Under the auspices of DCHI, the Art In Dereel 
group applied for a 2018 Community Grant to  
develop the arts in Dereel.  The application was  
successful and funds will be formally presented at 
the end of July.   
 

In broad terms, the Grant is to: 
 commission the Dereel Men’s Shed to build 

art display stands 
 enable the development of a 12 month art  

program in Dereel. 

If you are interested in working on this project, 
please contact Lisa Hunter on 0414 895 020. 

Community Planning Project 5 

Knowledge Sharing 
Volunteer Mitchel Fielding is leading the 
Knowledge Sharing project. The idea which links 
the diverse initiatives within this project is the  
potential to tap into the wide range of skill sets and 
knowledge held by the people of Dereel. This could 
have a range of benefits for the whole community. 

Two different types of skill sharing have been 
trialled so far. Free Community Tutoring, held in the 
Dereel Community Centre enabled a couple of hours 
each week for tutors with academic skills to assist 
local students.  Also, a range of free Introductory 
Information Sessions on topics of interest to locally 

based volunteer presenters were run at the same  
time as the Hub Café on Saturdays.  Due to low  
attendance rates for both of these initiatives, neither 
are currently running.  

Future ideas to be explored include an online skill 
sharing database where local people volunteer to be 
included, a directory of local businesses and the  
goods or services offered, resources which can be 
shared within the community.   

Purchasing the Projector and Screen for the meeting 
room is part of the Knowledge Sharing project as 
well as the Community Spaces project as it enables 
the exchange of visual information.    

If you would like to get involved in this project, 
please contact Mitchel Fielding on 0467 779 453.  

The Dereel Walking Group 
are leading the ’Develop the 
Dereel Swamp’ project.   
The first part of the project is 
to reinstate the walking track 
around the Swamp.  . 

Work by some of the Art In 
Dereel artists. 
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Bushfire Recovery Session 
By Lucy Osmond, Dereel Wellbeing Officer 

A Bushfire Recovery Community Information  
session was held in Dereel on Tuesday 26th June. 
This session was a follow up from the effects of  
the 2013 bushfires.  Nineteen community members 
attended the session. 

Guest speaker Dr. Rob Gordon, who is a clinical 
psychologist, had visited the community previously 
in 2014.  

Rob discussed the ongoing impacts of bushfires and 
the recovery process, focusing on community 
growth through recovery and the importance of  

continuing to talk through experiences.  

The discussion was followed by hot food and drinks, 
which was funded by the Buninyong Community 
Bank as part of their ongoing support to the Dereel 
Community.  

Randall Dreger (Branch Manager) and Ian Corcoran 
(Board Member) represented the Buninyong  
Community Bank, and Matthew Sims and Belinda 
Hynes represented Golden Plains Shire.  

The event was organised by Lucy Osmond, Dereel 
Wellbeing Officer, and funded by DELWP (funding 
held by the Shire) as part of the recovery funding 
from the 2013 bushfires. 

If you missed the session a live recording can be  
accessed online from the Dereel Spokes website.  

Community Planning Project 7 

Maps, Signs & Publications 
Volunteer Pam Bailey is leading the Dereel Maps, 
Signs and Publications project.  

Pam has been working with locals and the Golden 
Plains Shire to update the Shire map, and to develop 
a new Dereel Street Map. The current version of the 
map is on display in the Dereel Meeting Room.   
If you have changes, please write out a sticky note 
and attach it to the window in front of the map.  

The community centre is open from 2pm to 4pm  
on Saturdays, and from 9am to 5pm on Mondays 
and Tuesdays.  Contact Pam on 0408296829 if  
you would like to become involved in this project. 

Hub Cafe  

Devonshire Tea Each Month 
On Saturday 12th May, a Devonshire Tea was 
served for the first time at The Hub Cafe. It was 
lovely to see many locals, plus three people from 
Colac, pop in and enjoy this new venture.  

We will be holding a Devonshire tea  regularly,  
on the 3rd Saturday in the month. A Vegan food  
option will also be available each month plus a cake 
or slice, to provide people with a choice. From the 
feedback, the Devonshire tea was enjoyed by all.  

The Hub Cafe is open every Saturday from 2-4 pm, 
so you can breeze in at a time that suits you and stay 
for as long as you like.  The next date to pop in your 
diary is Saturday 18th August.  It is great to see lo-
cals socialising at the Hub Café. It is giving Dereel a 
real sense of Community.  

The updated Golden Plains 
Shire map, above, and the 
new Dereel Street Map, left, 
are both being updated by 
Pam Bailey in conjunction 
with local Dereel people.  . 

Hub Café is on every Saturdaybetween 2pm and 
4pm.  Devonshire Tea is being served once a 
month on the third Saturday of the month.  
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Community Group Updates 
A lot has been happening in and around Dereel over the last three months.  

Dereel Planned Activity Group 

Creswick Excursion 
By Lorraine Ellis 

On Wednesday 18th April, the Planned Activity 
Group met at the Dereel Hall. Under the care of  
Noel (from Golden Plains Shire, with his bus) we  
set off for a relaxing days outing to Creswick. At 
this time of the year we were  blessed with beautiful 
autumn weather, so it was a perfect day to sit back, 
relax and watch the world go by. I’m sure we all  
appreciated the chance to enjoy the scenery, instead 
of concentrating on driving. 

Our first stop was The Olive Grove, in Sturt St, for 
coffee in the sun, then off to the Creswick Woollen 
Mill. This is an extremely interesting place to visit 
(especially if you are looking for somewhere to take 
visitors) with displays of many different yarns, and 
an area to view and learn about the machinery.  
A connecting shop has fabulous clothes, blankets, 
Ugg boots and gifts to buy, all made out of alpaca, 
merino, possum, or cotton. Worth a stroll just to feel 
the fibres and marvel at the beauty of the items  
produced by the Mill. 

Lunch was next, at  the Goldfields RACV Resort in  
Creswick. Views from the dining area are stunning 
and it is a lovely place to eat and enjoy a drink. 

The final stop was at Lake George —a hidden gem 
of Creswick. It has beautiful lawns to sit and enjoy 
the sunshine, as well as walking tracks in the area. 

Thanks Noel, for a great day out. We oldies in 
Dereel appreciate it! 

Information Session  

New Residents  
The Dereel Winter Community Day will run  
on Saturday 18th August aligning with Hub Café. 

Among the activities will be information provided 
from local community groups, and Dereel Wellbeing 
Officer and some short information sessions. These 
sessions aim to provide new Dereel residents, and 
those who have lived here slightly longer, with in-
formation about the Dereel community, the groups 
within the community and the type of activities each 
group does.   

In addition to information, come for good chatting, 
good food and good coffee—it is also Devonshire 
Tea day!  You may also want to view the Dereel 

Community Garden and chat to Kim Stanley, who is 
leading the development of the garden. Art by the 
Art In Dereel artists will also be on display. 

Do You Have Questions? 

If you are a new resident to Dereel, the organisers 
are keen to know what would have helped you when 
you first moved in? How did you find out about the 
groups and services available locally? Were you able 
to make local contacts easily? Were your questions 
answered or do you still have questions you would 
like answered? 

Please let us know by emailing:  
dereelspokes@gmail.com 

Longer-term residents are also invited to offer  
suggestions about useful information which could be  
promoted better within the community, and ideas on 
how to promote this information better.   

Richard and Elaine Kaminski with Noel (above)  
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What’s On? 
This list combines information from all of the local 
community groups. 

Regular Events 

Parents and Bubs Pram Walk 

Walk times vary – contact Natalie 

Join other local parents for an active walk in the 
local area. Prams and little ones welcome.  

Contact Natalie: 0419 153 253 

Note: this group doesn’t meet when it’s raining! 

Walk and Cuppa 

Tuesdays from 8:30am, Dereel Kitchen  

Join the walking group on a Tuesday morning.  
Enjoy having a chat in the kitchen or going for a 
walk in the local area followed by a cuppa.   

Hub Café 

2pm to 4pm Saturdays, Community Kitchen 

The Hub Café offers a friendly place to meet each 
Saturday.  Enjoy a chat with others over real coffee, 
chai or hot chocolate. 

Hub Café is run by DCHI and sponsored by 
Michelle De Groot and The Bean Barn. 

Devonshire Tea 

Held at Hub Café on the third Saturday of the 
month. A cake or slice and a vegan option will also 
be available to provide something for everyone.  

Enquiries, contact Lorraine on 53420492  or Lisa  
on 0414 895 020. 

Dereel Community Gardening Group  

Saturday 18th august, 2pm to 4pm:  
Help us plant and maintain the Dereel Community 
Garden on the third Saturday of the month.   

Enquiries, contact Kim: 0438 461 133 

Dereel Men’s Shed   

Wednesdays and Saturdays from 11am-3pm   

New members are welcomed.  

Tai Chi 

Wednesdays 7pm to 8pm during school term 
time, Community Centre  

Sandra Pearce of Lilac Moon Tai Chi runs classes 
for a fee.  

Contact Sandra: 0409 662 106.  

Note: Tai Chi will resume in Term 4 

Tae Kwon Do 

Wednesdays 7pm to 8pm term time, Dereel Hall. 

Family friendly classes run for all ages.  
Run by Richard Van Bassen from South East  
Australia Tae Kwon Do.  

Contact Richard on 0484 596 137. 

Note:  This is on hold until October. 

Mobile Library  

Thursdays 2.15 to 3.00pm, Dereel Hall Car Park  

The mobile library from Geelong Regional Library 
visits weekly, except the last Thursday of month.  

Coming Up  

Community Breakfast 

Tuesday 7th August, 8am 

Come and join the Dereel Walking Group for a 
hearty breakfast in the Dereel Community Centre 
kitchen, for the cost of a gold coin donation.  

Dereel Community Hub Meeting 

Monday 20th August, 7:30pm  

All Dereel residents are welcome to attend the 
Dereel Community Hub Inc. (DCHI) meetings.  
We are all volunteers and our meetings focus on 
ways we can work within the community.  
Our projects include this newsletter (Dereel Spokes) 
the Hub Café, and other community events.      

Facility Management and Bookings 

The Dereel Hall and Community Centre can be 
booked through integratedliving Australia (formerly 
Ballarat District Nursing and Healthcare—BDNH) 
who manage the Dereel Facility on behalf of the 
Golden Plains Shire Council.  

For more information, pricing and conditions for 
bookings, please contact Lucy Osmond, Dereel 
Wellbeing Officer: 

Dereel landline: 5346 1521 

Mobile: 0409 247 237 

Email:  commhealth@integratedliving.org.au 


