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The Dereel Community Hub Incorporated was set up at an important time in Dereel’s 

history. After the Dereel fire in 2013 the community experienced a surge of activity 

with new groups forming and activities scheduled at the Dereel Community Centre 

most days of the week.  With the end of the fire recovery position in Dereel, the new 

groups began to close due to the expense of public liability insurance. At the same 

time, the Hall Committee was disbanded and renovations affected access to the 

community buildings.   

Sparked by the idea of setting up a cooperative venture, DCHI also saw the need to 

support local groups and try to alleviate some of the crippling costs of running simple 

events and activities for all. We began by discussing how we could contribute in 

building a vibrant community. Establishing ourselves as an incorporated body 

provided a way of starting small and working toward bigger goals.  

Slowly, and without pushing agendas, we have sought to keep the community 

informed through Dereel Spokes, to provide interest groups with a means of meeting 

with minimal or no costs until they can establish themselves, and to provide a regular 

time for the community to get together and just chat over coffee through operating 

the Dereel Hub Café.  We hope we have started to bring the community along with 

us, but of course have such a long way to go.  

Looking to the next year, we have interest groups meeting regularly at the Hub Cafe 

and are about to release new ideas for the future. Thanks to the Golden Plains Shire, 

Dereel now has a terrific new space, with the improvements evident to all.  

We will continue to advocate for Dereel’s future and, with community involvement, 

we will not fail in our aims. 

I look forward to the future with enthusiasm and energy. 

 

Richard Emery 

President DCHI 


